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KPO3 TBPBABY

Crparerujcku  mojokaj Humma kao packpcHUIE HajBaXHH]HUX
OaJIKaHCKUX IyTEBa YCIIOBHO j€ JIa j& HErOB HACTAHAK U IMOCTOjarhe HEPACKHUIMBO
BE3aH 3a BOjHE Jlorope u yrBphema. [lorpeda 3a KOHTPOIIOM IyTeBa KOju BOJIE
Ha ceBep ka [laHOHCKO] HU3M]1, HAa UCTOK npeMa A3uju, Ha jyr npema Erejckom
MOpy M Ha 3amaj npema JaapaHcKkoM MOpy OfipKaBaja je, Kpo3 HCTOpPH]jY, Y
Humy, Behe win Mame TapHHU30HE.

[IpBu BojHM JIOTOp M YTBpherme Ha MECTY JlaHallIbe TBphaBe MOANTIIN
cy Pumsbanu nouerkom I Beka H.e. IIpernocrassba ce fa ¢y y NpBOM JIOTOPY
OWJIM CTAlMOHUPAHU BOJHHUIM [V CKUTCKe UV MakeIOHCKE JIeTHje, IITO,
3a cajga, HHjE MOTBPHCHO apXeoyomKUM Haia3uMa. HaarpoOHM CIIOMEHHK
PHUMCKOT BOjHHKa, MpHUMagHuKa | kuinhaHcke KOXOpTe, KOju MOTHYE ca Kpaja
I Beka, npoHaljeH je TOKOM HCTpakiBama TBphaBe u MpescTaBba HAjCTAPUjU
NoMeH OopaBKa pUMCKe BojcKe Ha ToM rpocTopy. OBo yTBpheme ce y aHTH4IKUM
U3BOpHUMa U reorpad)CKuM Kaprama CrioMumbe kao Naissus.

Buzanrtujcku nuruiomara Ilpuck je, cpeaunom V Beka, onrcao Hur
Ka0 MHOTOJbYIAH M YTBPHEH rpaj ca jakuM rpajackum oenemuma. Onwmcyjyhn
TOK OuTKe ca XyHUMa, OH j€ 1a0 U MO3HIHU]y I'paja KOjUu Ce HaJa3uo Ha MECTY
JMaHanime TBphase. XyHH cy rpaf MOTIYHO YHHUIITHIIN 0 uyemy, Takole, ITpuck
OCTaBJba 3aIIUC.

Tokom NpBUX MET BEKOBA HAIIIC €pe YTBPHEE j€ MMAIo CBOjE YCIIOHE
aly ¥ TaJ0BE KOje Cy, CBOJUM OCBajarblMa M pa3apamuMa, M3a3Bajid XyHU
u T'otu. Tokom mpBe mosoBuHe VI Beka yTBpleme je OOHOB/BCHO ajiu HHjE
ycreso aa omoiu Haaupamy CJoBeHa M IMOHOBO je pa3opeHo moueTkoM VII
Beka. HapemHa uetwpu Beka Hema 3HaYajHUjUX MoMeHa 0 yTBphewmy. CBoj
3Hauaj yTBpheme nokasyje nmonoBo ox XI Beka, MITO HOTBPhyYjy pasiuuuTu
u3BopH. KapakTepucTHUHO je Ja ce YTBpheme, Hako je MEHAO BEINYUHY
U CTEMeH 3allTHTE, CTAIHO Hala3ujo Ha MCTOM MECTYy, O YeMy Hala3uMo
noTBpAy kon xponudapa IIpBor kpcramxor moxoma, 1096. romgune. Toxom
XII Bexa BuszantuHIm Cy ojadanu OeAeMe ajld TO HUje CIPEUYMIIO Pa3IHIUTe
ocBajade jaa ra pasope. Busantuniu, Cpou, Byrapu, y3 noBpemeHe ymaje
VYrapa u nponacke Kpcramia Ha CBOjUM MOXOAMMA, CHUTYPHO Cy OCTaBHIM
tpara Ha TBphasu. Toxom XIII u XIV Beka Huje OMIO 3HATHUjUX pasapama
rpaga. Cmarpa ce, Aa je mpe ynaga Typaka ojauad, aji je UIak, mocie 25
JaHa orcaze, ocBojer 1386. ronune. [lecnior Credan Jlazapesuh je mouerkom



THROUGH THE FORTRESS

The strategic position of Nis as a crossing point of the most significant
Balkan roads has made its onset and history inseparable from military camps
and fortifications. A need to control the roads leading northward towards the
Panonian plain, eastward towards Asia, southward towards the Aegean Sea and
westward towards the Adriatic Sea made it necessary for Ni§ to accommodate
bigger or smaller garrisons throughout its history.

The first military camp and fortification at the location of the present-
day Fortress were built by the Romans in the early 1% century A.D. It is
believed that the first camp accommodated the soldiers of the 4™ Skits and 5%
Macedonian legions, although the archacological evidence has not yet clearly
proven the assumption. The tombstone of a Roman soldier, member of the 1*
Cilician cohort dating from the late 1* century, was found during the exploration
of the Fortress, representing the oldest trace of the Roman military presence in
the region. In the ancient sources and geographical maps the fortification was
referred to as Naissus.

In the middle 5™ century, a Byzantine diplomat Prisk described Ni$
as a populous and fortified town with strong town walls. Describing the battle
with the Huns, he gave the position of the town at the present-day location of
the Fortress. The Huns completely destroyed the town, which fact is also stated
in Prisk’s records.

During the first five centuries of the new era the Fortress had its ups
and downs mainly caused by the Huns’ and Goths’ conquests and destructions.
During the first half of the 6™ century the fortification was restored, but it could
not resist the Slavs’ invasion; hence, it was destroyed again in the early 7%
century. In the following four centuries there are no significant records about
the fortification. Its importance is highlighted again from the 11" century
onwards, as confirmed by different sources. Although it kept changing its
size and degree of protection, the fortification never changed its position as
confirmed by the chroniclers of the First Crusade, in 1096. During the 12%
century the Byzantines strengthened the town walls, yet that did not prevent
various conquerors from destroying it again. The Byzantines, Serbs, and
Bulgarians, occasional incursions of the Ugrians and the crusaders’ transits
left apparent traces on the Fortress. During the 13™ and 14" centuries the town
was spared from serious demolitions. It is believed that it got stronger before
the Turk’s intrusion, but still, it was conquered in 1386 after a 25-day siege.



XV Beka moclnemy MyT 00HOBHO CPembOBEKOBHO yTBpheme. Humr u merosa
TBphaBa nomasze mox Bimact Typaka 1428. romune. Ilpema pacrnoioxuBuM
M3BOpHMA U JIOCAJANIBUM HUCTPAXKHMBAKBMMA MOXKE C€ 3aKJbYUUTH Jla Cy ce
OeseMu Cpe/Il-OBEKOBHE TBphaBe HalIa3 MM HEIITO CEBEPHH]E O] IaHAIIHUX.

Toxom Typcke Bnagasune y XV, XVI u XVII Beky, TBphasa je Omna y
JIOIIEM CTamy M HHje ofpykaBaHa. [IyTomuciy U3 Tor BpeMeHa HaBoJIe 1a ce
MOTY YOUHTH OCTaIM TBplaBe M Kya ajM Jia HUCY CTaBJbeHU y 0J0pamOeHy
¢ynxumjy. Unax, ox cpeanne X VII Beka nounme oOHaBibambe Oeema, 0 uemy
cBenoun Typcku myrtonucarn Ernuja Ueneduja 1660. roaune. Tokom para ca
Aycrtpujom Typrm cy 1689. ronnHe ojadanu yTBpheme, anu ¢y AycTpHjaHIN
ycrenu j1a ra ocBoje. Ha ocranmma cpenmoBekoBHe TBphaBe OHU Cy MOIHUIIIN
nBa jaka Oactmona. Typrum cy moBparwim rpan anu no noderka XVIII Beka
HUCY YYMHWIIM MHOTO Ha F-eroBoM ojavaBamy. Kana je Aycrpuja 1717. ronune
3ay3zena beorpazn, Humr je no6no Ha BojHOM 3Hauajy. Typcke Tpymne cy Opojaie
14.000 Jpyau ¥ 3a BUXOB CMEIIITA] M OOpaHy MOTUTHYTO je HOBO yTBphewme,
103HATO 1o uMeHoM Xucap. OBa yTBp/ia je HaYN-eHA O] 3eMJbe M 00yXBarasa
j€ HeITO HIMPH NPOCTOP OJI CPEAHOBEKOBHE TBphaBe jep je oOyxBarmia u
HaceJbe Ha JiecHOj o0amu Humrase. benewm je m3rpaljen y oOmuky Tpoyria ca
JEHUM KpakoM IMapaieIHUM ca JIecHOM obanoM HwumraBe m TeMeHOM mpema
canammeM [pagckom nosby. Oko Oezrema je nmpokora poB mmpuHe 3,50 M koju
je mymeH BoztoM u3 Humase. Ceam GactuoHa-Tabuja, MehycoOHO ynambeHux
CTOTHHAK METapa, ojayaBalo je on0opamoeHy Moh TBphase. Ha oBoMm yTBphemy
Cy mocTojajie TpH raBHe kanuje: beorpancka, Cram6on 1 BuanHcka, kao u
romohHa, BojieHa kanuja npema Humasu. J{eo rpana Ha seBoj obanu Humase
je 6no 3amrnheH 3eMJbaHUM HACUTIOM - TPyZ00paHoM U onkoroM. M3rien oBor
yTBphema oBekoBeuno je Xyro BHPMOHTO M3 ayCTpHjCKOT MMOCIAHCTBA, KOjH
je 1719. ronune 6opasno y Humry. OBaj uprex je mo3Har xao ,/ranujanckn
miaH®.

AyTtpujcko-Typcku par ce 3aBpumo 1718. rogune IlokapeBauknm
MupoMm. Ayctpuja je, kao mro je Beh peueno, 3aysena beorpany a HoBa
IIpUBpEMEeHa IpaHula je npoiaswia kox [lapahuna. Jenuny npenpeky nponopy
Aycrpuje nonuHoM JyxxHe Mopase Moriia je Ja npezicTaBiba Hurka TBphasa.
CXBaTHBIIN CTpaTerujcku 3Ha4yaj oBe TBphase cynran Axmer III je cBojom
moBesboM o1 19.02.1719. roaune, HAOXKKUO U3TPaLby jake U MoiepHe TBphase.
IMouetkom X VIII Beka mo1uio je 10 HArlIor pa3Boja ONCcaJ HOT BATPSHOT OpyXKja.
TomoBu Benukor kanubpa, ca hymaauma Bennke pazopHe Mohu, yciaoBsbaBanu
Cy M3rpajilby MacCHMBHUX KaMeHMX Oezema. [lopen 3amrure Kojy Cy mpyskaiu
CBOjOoM MacuBHoIIhy, oBH OeieMu Cy MoceOHO MPOGHMINCaHH pajil CMambeba
edexra kuHeTHYKE eHepruje hymaan. Umajyhu to y Buny, apxurexre, Opaha
Mexmen-ara 1 Mycrada-ara, cy npojekToBajin HOBO yTBpheme. Panosu cy
3anoueTn y nponehe 1719. roqune a npensuleHo Bpeme rpajime je Ouio Tpu



Despot Stefan Lazarevié¢ restored the medieval fortification for the last time
in the early 15" century. Ni§ and its Fortress fell under the Turkish rule in
1428. According to the available sources and investigations on record it can
be concluded that the walls of the medieval fortress spread a little farther
northward than the present-day walls.

During the Turkish rule in the 15®, 16", and 17" centuries, the Fortress
was in a rather bad shape and was not maintained. The travel writers of that
period state that the remnants of the Fortress and the tower were noticeable,
but that they had no defensive function. Still, beginning with the middle 17
century, the walls underwent restoration, as confirmed by a Turkish travel writer
Evliya Celebi, in 1660. During the war with Austria, the Turks strengthened
the fortification in 1689, but the Austrians managed to conquer it. They built
two strong bastions on the remnants of the medieval fortress. The Turks won
the town back, but they did not do much to strengthen it until the beginning
if the 18" century. When Austria conquered Belgrade in 1717, the military
role of Ni§ became more prominent. The Turkish troops had 14,000 people
and a new fortification, known as Hisar, had to be built to accommodate them
and to serve defense purposes. The said fortification was built of earth and
covered a somewhat wider area than the medieval fortress, as it also embraced
a settlement on the right bank of the Nisava river. The walls were built in the
shape of a triangle with one side parallel to the right bank of the Nisava and the
vertex towards the present-day Gradsko polje. A 3.50 m trench filled with water
from the Nisava was dug around the walls. Seven bastions placed at a distance
of approximately 100 m from each other strengthened the defensive power of
the Fortress. The fortification had three main gates: Belgrade, Stambol and
Vidin Gates, as well as an accessory, water gate towards the Nisava. The part of
the town on the left bank of the NiSava was protected by an earth embankment-
battlement and a trench. Hugo Virmonto from the Austrian legation who
sojourned in Ni§ in 1719 eternalized the looks of the fortification. His drawing
is known as the “Italian plan”.

The Austrian-Turkish War ended in 1718 by the Pozarevac Peace
Treaty (also known as the Passarowitz Peace Treaty). As mentioned, Austria
subjugated Belgrade, and a new temporary border ran as far as Paracin. The
Nis Fortress was the only obstacle to the Austrian further penetration along
the Juzna Morava valley. Having understood the significance of the Fortress,
Sultan Ahmet III, in his Charter of February 19, 1719, ordered construction
of a strong and modern fortress. The early 18" century was marked by an
abrupt development of the siege fire-weapons. The big-caliber cannons with
projectiles of high destructive power called for the construction of massive
stone walls. Aside from being protective due to massiveness, the walls had to
be specifically profiled so as to provide for decreased effects of the projectiles’



baxpopes o npedaju epada Huwa Aycmpujanyuma

A copperplate engraving on the surrender of the town to the Austrians
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FANSHH TEHEPAWITAS

FEQTPA®CKO DAEAERE 1879,

KAIIMJA MA TBPBABU HHUIIKOJ : ‘

Cmazﬁ60zz kanuja, 1879.
The Stambol Gate, 1879.

Inan Huwa u oxonune us 1737.
1737. plan of Nis and its surroundings



TOJIMHE. 32 OCHOBY je y3eT Xucap ajy cy My JUMEH3Hje IeTMMUYHO CMabeHE a
JIOIIIJIO j€ ¥ JIO TIPOMEHa y OOJTUKY. APXHUTEKTe Cy n3abpajie MOIUTOHAIHH 00K
ca cezlaM HejenHakuX crpaHa. Cram0o0n Karuja je cIrymTeHa 10 caMor MocCTa,
4yrMe je HOBH OezieM moMepeH Ha jyr. benem ca 3anajHe cTpaHe je OBy4YeH y
YHYTpalImbocT Xucapa 1 yrpasaH je Ha Tok HumaBe. OBoM n3MeHOM Hacesbe
Beorpasn-mana je ocranmo BaH 3uaMHa. benem ca nctoune crpaHe je Taxohe
yIpaBaH Ha TOK peke. VicTounn u 3amnaanu 6eneM ce 3aBpiuaBajy 6acTHOHUMA.
JHleo Oemema mpeMa TpaJICKOM I0JbY je OOJHMKa M3JIOMJBEHOT IIOJYKpyTa
OjauaHor ca yeTupu OactnoHa. Y TBphaBy ynasze Tpu ImyTa, U TO: OEOTPaaCKH,
Ha beorpagcky kanwmjy, cramOoncku, Ha CramOoin Kamujy W BUJIMHCKH, HA
Buaun kanwmjy. Ilopen oBux, cHakHO 3amTHheHHX Kamuja, TOCTOjajie Cy M
Bonena nim Jaronus kanmja kao v IIOTEPHO-jypHIIIHE Kanuje npema [pagckom
noJby M 'y Onm3uHu Buann kamnmje.

Tephasa je najehum nenom 3aBpiuena jyna 1723. romuse, mWTO je
00€eJIe’KEHO MOCTaBIbAEM CIIOMEH Tu1oue u3Hag CtamOoi Kanuje. Y ModeTKy
rpajme Owm cy aHrakoBaHw Kyiaywapu n3 10 a xacHuje m3 14 caHpaka
pymenujckor Oernepoentyka. CaM TOK rpa/iibe ycropasaiie ¢y nodyHe jaHuuapa,
OTIOp CHaxuja Koje Cy AaBaie pajHy CHary, KOpylldja W 3J0ynoTpede
¢donnona. [Ipema cauyBaHUM padyHHUMa 0 M3rpajby 3a 1 723. roquny, pajsose je
M3BOAMIIO 55 JOKAIHUX MajcTopa, 40 MajcTopa kKameHopesana u3 Lapurpana,
7 majcropa kpedapa kao u 400 3umapa. OBaKo BEIUKO TPAIMIHIITE UMAJIO je
U CBOje Apyre, moMohHe ciyx0e. AIMHHUCTpAIjoM ce OaBmio 12 mucapa.
Marepwujai 3a U3rpamy CIIOJFHUX CTpaHa Oe/iema je JoBJIadeH U3 KaMeHOIoMa
xox Xyma, Kamennre n Humike bame a yHyTpamocT je AeMMIYHO HCITYFheHa
CTapuM CIIOMEHHMIIMMa W aHTHYKUM ocTanuma. PanoBn Ha TBphaBum cy
HacTaBJbaHU M HApEIHUX roarHa. Komanu cy 3aliTHTHH KaHAJIH, TIOCTaBJbaHN
MOCTOBH, OjayaBaHe Karlije, NocTaBJbaHa KajjpMma. TBphasa je nopahuBana
U TIOTIpaBJbaHa y3 BeJIMKe Harope U GpuHaHCcHjcKe n3narke. Jlanac, TBphasa y
OCHOBHM MMa u3mIeN Koju je noouia nmoyerkoM X VIII Bexa. Bucuna denema je
OKO § MeTapa, mupuHa 3 MeTpa a 1yxkuHa oko 2.100 merapa.

[Tomepame rpannie OHOBO Ha ceBep U (dopMmupame beorpaackor
namanyka 1739. romune, cmamwio je BOjHM 3Hawyaj Hwumra. Texwmre ce
nomepuiio npema beorpamy. Mnak, Typcka Huje n03BoiMia Ja OrpoMHA
CpelcTBa yiaokeHa y uarpaamwy Humke tBphase npomanny. M3 romuse y
TOJIMHY Cy M3BOlheHH paJoBU yHyTap TBphaBe M y HEHO] OKOJIHMHH. Y camoj
TBphaBu je OMII0 Typcko Hacesbe. Y MCTOYHOM Jielly TBphaBe Hanasmie cy ce
BOjHE U aJ]IMUHHUCTPATHBHE 3rpaJie 0K je 3aIa/Hy €0 UMao [IMBUIIHY HAMEHY.
ITopen oOjexara 3a cTaHOBame W 3aHATCKUX PajbH, Ty Cy CE Halla3wie U
JamHje, caxar KyJia Kao M BuIIe o0jekara 3a CMEIITaj XpaHe u opyxja. Hekn
071 THX o0jeKara cy cadyBaHH JI0 JlaHac, 0 yeMy he KacHuje OWTH BUILE PEUH.

[Mouerkom XIX Beka, paiv IPEBEHIH]j€ IHPEHHa CPIICKUX 0CI000IMIIAYKIX



kinetic energy. Bearing that in mind, the architects — brothers Mehmed-aga
and Mustafa-aga - designed a new fortification. The works, which were to be
completed within three years, commenced in spring of 1719. Hisar served as
a basis for the new fortification, but its dimensions were slightly smaller and
its shape changed. The architects chose a polygonal shape with seven uneven
sides. The Stambol Gate was lowered to the level of the bridge itself, so that the
new walls were moved further southwards. The new western wall was moved
inwards, deeper into the interior of Hisar, perpendicularly onto the NiSava
course. This change left Beograd-mala outside the walls. The eastern wall was
also perpendicular to the Nisava course. The eastern and western walls ended
in bastions. The part of the walls facing Gradsko polje took the shape of a
broken semicircle fortified with four bastions. Three roads were leading to the
Fortress: the Belgrade road - through the Belgrade Gate, the Stambol road -
through the Stambol Gate, and the Vidin road - through the Vidin Gate. Aside
from the mentioned highly protected gates, there were a few other, such as the
Water Gate and the Jagodin Gate, as well as the exile-charge gates, one facing
Gradsko polje and the other in the vicinity of the Vidin Gate.

The Fortress was for the most part finished in June 1723, which event
was marked with the laying of a memorial tablet above the Stambol Gate. The
statute laborers hired at the beginning of the construction came from 10 and
later from 14 sanjaks of the Rumelian beglerbeylik. The course of construction
was slowed down by the janissary riots, the resistance of the land-owners
giving the manpower, as well as by corruption and misuse of funds. According
to the preserved construction bills for the year of 1723, the construction works
were carried out by 55 local skilled workmen, 40 skilled stone masons from
Constantinople, 7 lime makers and 400 bricklayers. Such a construction site had
to have some other, accessory services. Administration works were performed
by 12 clerks. The material for the construction of the external side of the walls
was hauled from the quarries near Hum, Kamenica and Niska Banja, while the
interior side was partly filled up with the old monuments and ancient remnants.
The works on the Fortress were continued in the coming years, involving
digging of defense canals, construction of bridges, strengthening of the gates,
fixing of cobble pavements, etc. Putting the Fortress through final construction
and repair stages required huge efforts and financial costs. The present-day
looks of the Fortress basically corresponds to the form it got in the early 18"
century. The height of the walls is approximately 8 meters, width 3 meters, and
length some 2100 meters.

Moving of the border further northward and setting up of the Belgrade
Pashaluk in 1739 decreased the military importance of Nis. The focus was
gradually moving towards Belgrade. However, Turkey would not let the
huge resources invested on the construction of the Ni§ Fortress fritter away.



ycraHaka, TBphasa je 1omatHO ojayaHa u 0OHOBJbeHA. CPIICKM YCTaHUIM CY
030msbHO 3anpetwim Typruma y Humy 1809. rognHe anu 360r MHOTOOpOjHIX
pasiiora, HUCY UCKOPHCTHJIM NOYETHY WHHIM]aTHBY M CaBJIaAaHd PEIaTHBHO
Masio0pojHy mocanay Tephase. Typiu cy ojadanu cBoje cHare, U y OWIM Ha
Yerpy, mopa3uin CpIcKe YCTaHHKeE.

Toxom npBe nonoBuHe n cpenuHoM XIX Beka, y TBphasu cy Gopasuie
3HaTHe Typcke cHare. [lopen Tora, TBphaBa je kopumhena kao 3aTBop 3a
ponosby0e, KOju Cy T3 CBOj TVIac MPOTUB TypCKe THPAHU]jE M M3paXkaBajn
JKeJby 3a MPHCAjeIUIHEHEM MJIaJ10] CPIICKO] IPKaBH.

Cprcko-Typcku pat 1878. romune je moneo crnoboxy Humry. Ha cpehy,
Humka tBphaBa Huje mociyxwmia TypruMa ga mpyxe jadu OTIIOpP CPIICKO]
BojcIM. BemTum MaHeBpOM M HarlaJioM Ha rpaj ca jy)xHe, ciabuje OpameHe
cTpaHe, rpaj je ocinobohen u TBphasa Huje mpeTpresna pazapama.

Toxom Hapenuux nenienyja, Humka rephasa je Ouina y BojHOj QyHKIHU
anmm je mweH (OopTU(HKAIM]CKM 3HA4aj ca pa3BOjeM BOjHE TEXHOJOIHje CBE
Buie onanao. Toxom [IpBor cBerckor para byrapu cy ox TBphase HanpaBuim
JIOTOp M CTPATHIITE HAa KOME Cy MOr'yOJbeHe CTOTHHE CPIICKUX POJ0JbY0a.

[Tocne [pyror cerckor para, TBphasa je y HMOTIIYHOCTH H3TyOMIIa
BOjHU 3Ha4aj M IpeaTa je Ha yrpaBy rpajy. Tako TBphaBa Moynme CBOj HOBH
xuBOT. Kpo3 neriennje, 00jekTr cy Memail HaMeHy U rpal)eHu cy HOBH Tako
Ja je TBphasa mocransa oMHJbEHO MecTo rpahana u noceruiana Huma.




Works inside the Fortress and in its neighborhood went on for years. Within
the Fortress walls there was a Turkish community. Military and administrative
buildings were located in the eastern part of the Fortress, while the western
part mostly served civil purposes. Aside from residential buildings and craft
shops, the western part accommodated the mosques, a sahat tower and several
food and arms storing facilities. Some of them have been preserved until today,
which shall be dealt with later in the text.

In order to prevent the spread of the Serbian liberation uprisings, the
Fortress was additionally strengthened and restored in the early 19" century.
The Serbian insurgents posed a serious threat to the Turks at Ni§ in 1809,
but due to numerous reasons, failed to use the starting initiative to overrun a
relatively undersized Fortress crew. The Turks gathered strength and defeated
the Serbian insurgents in the Battle of Cegar.

During the first half of the 19" century and in the middle 19" century,
the Fortress sheltered considerable Turkish forces. It was also used as a jail
for the patriots who had raised their voice against the Turkish tyranny and
proclaimed unification with a young Serbian state.

The Serbian-Turkish war brought liberty to Nis in 1878. Fortunately,

the Turks failed to instrumentalize the Fortress to show greater resistance to
the Serbian army. The town was liberated after a skillful maneuver and attack
from the southern, less defended side; hence, the Fortress was spared from
destruction.
In the course of the decades that followed, the Fortress served military purposes,
but its significance as a fortification kept decreasing with the development of
military technology. During the First World War the Bulgarians turned the
Fortress into a prisoner’s camp and place of execution where hundreds of
Serbian patriots got killed.

After the Second World War, the Fortress completely lost military
significance; hence it was transferred to the town authorities to administrate it.
Thus the Fortress started its new life. Over the recent decades, some structures
within the Fortress have changed their role and purpose, some new have been
built, turning the Fortress into a favorite place of both the citizens and visitors
of Nis.
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Xamam - Hammam

Oamax 1o mponaky kpo3 Ctam6or Karmjy, ca JIeBe CTpaHe ce Halasu
XaMaM-CcTapo Typcko Kynatuio. OBaj o0jekar je Hactao y XV BeKy U cMmarpa
Ce HAjCTapHjUM CadyBaHUM TypcKuM oOjekroM. [IpBu myT je 3abenexeHO
ErOBO MOCTOjabe Y HUIIKOM MONUCHOM nedrepy u3 1498. rogune. Xamam
je 3aayxOuna Mexmen Oera koju je ynpaBibao CMeIEpPeBCKUM CAHIIAKOM OJf
1459. no 1463. roaune. /lo pekoOHCTpYyKIMje TBphaBe M HEHOT MPOLIMPEHA
HAa3uo ce BaH 3uMHA. XaMaM je CHCTEeMOM IieBu Ouo criojeH ca HumraBom,
OZIaKJIe je 3aXBaTaHa Bojia 3a Kymname. JlaHac je xamam, ociie peKOHCTPYKIHje,
MPETBOPEH y PECTOPaH.

As soon as you pass through the Stambol Gate, you will see the
Hammam — old Turkish bath on your left side. The structure which was erected
in the 15" century is believed to be the oldest preserved Turkish structure in the
Fortress. The first records of the structure were found in the Defter (population,
land and tax register) of 1498. The Hammam is a pious endowment of Mehmed
Beg, the ruler of Smederevo Sanjak from 1459 to 1463. Until the reconstruction
of the Fortress and its extension, the Hammam was outside the fortification
walls. The Hammam was connected with the NiSava by a pipe system which
was used to supply bathing water from the river.




ApceHnaan - Arsenal

Ca ucTouHe cTpaHe cTase, koja Bogau ox Ctam00i1 Karmje Ka ceBepy,
Hamasu ce 3rpama apcenana. OHa je CITyXWia 3a CMEITaj OpyKja M PaTHOT
Marepujajia U y T€ CBpPXE je MOCEOHO KOHCTpyHCaHa. 3rpaja je MOIUTHYyTa
1857. romuHe Ha MECTY, Ha KOME CE HaJIa3M0 PaHUjU TOIMOBCKU MaraiuH. Jla
OM Npy>KKjIa HEOMXOIHM HUBO 3AIITHTE, O3HMJAHA j€ KAMEHOM a CBOJIOBHU CY
ypaljeru o ruriie. Y BEeHHX MIeCT HHIIA, MOCIe KOH3epBallje, CMEIITCHH Cy
YMETHHYKH [TAaBUJbOH U IIPOJABHULIA CYBEHUPA.

The Arsenal is located on the east side of the path leading northward
from the Stambol Gate. The building was used to store arms and war materials
and was constructed to serve such purposes. It was built in 1857 at the location
of a building which was previously used as an artillery repository. In order
to ensure a necessary level of protection, the building was walled in stone,
whereas the arches were built with bricks. After the reconstruction, an art
pavilion and a souvenir shop were accommodated in its six niches.




Hume y 0enemy oxo beorpajacke kanmje

Niches in the wall around the Belgrade Gate

Beorpasicka kanuja ce Haslasu ca 3anajHe crpaHe crase. OKo me, JIeBO
1 JIECHO, TTIOCTOj€ HHUIIIE KOj€ CY CIY>KWJIE 32 CMEIITaj BOjHE OITPEeMe M BOJHHKA.
Ilocne pekoHCTpyKIMje M KOH3EpBallMje IMPETBOPEHE Cy y YTrOCTHUTEIhCKE
o0jexTe.

The Belgrade Gate is located on the west side of the path. Around it,
to the left and right, there are niches which were used to accommodate military
equipment and soldiers. After the reconstruction and conservation, they were
turned into restaurants.



Pumcke Tepme - Roman Thermae

il T

TokoM HCKOTIaBama Koja Cy, y BHIIIE HaBpara, BpIICHA HAa MOIPYY]jy
TBphaBe, OTKpUBEHE cy puMcke Tepme. Tepme ce Hanaze usmel)y beorpancke
Kamuje W croMeHuka kHesy Mwiany OOpenoBuhiy. OHe cBemove O paHoj
¢a3u TBphaBe m omoryhaBajy HaMm sa camieramo KOJHKO IYro Ce pa3Bujao
oBaj mpoctop.Tokom wuckomaBama 1995-1997. roauHe OTKpHUBEHE Cy JIBE
CBJIAUMOHUIE, (PUTHIAPUjyM ca JBa Oa3eHa, TCHMHIAPUjyM H KaJlJapujyMm
ca Tpu 0azena. C 003upoM Ha npoHal)eHe HApPYKBHIIE, IPCTCHE U YCIIIHEBE
cMarpa ce Jia ¢y To OHiie dKEHCKe TepMe.

The Roman Thermae were discovered during the excavations
undertaken on several occasions in the Fortress. The Thermae lie between
the Belgrade Gate and the Monument to Knez Milan Obrenovi¢. They bear
witness to the early phases of the Fortress and give us an opportunity to get an
idea of how long the area had been developed. The excavations from 1995 to
1997, revealed two dressing-rooms, a frigidarium with two pools, a tepidarium
and a caldarium with three pools. The bracelets, rings and combs found at the
location indicate that the structure was used as women’s baths.



1eHUK KHe3y M penoBuhy - Monument to Knez Milan

KiAICPCKH

CrnoMeHHK ce HaJla3M ca 3anajiHe cTpaHe crase Koja Boau o1 Ctamboun
karije. OH je moceehen kHe3y Mmiany O6penoBuhy u ociioboauorma Hurra
on Typaka 1878. ronune. CriomeHuk je mogurayT 1902. ronuHe u npeacTaBiba
KaMEHHU IyIIYaHH METaK, ca 4aypoM Oj Oelor a 3pHOM OJ pYKH4acTor
rpanuTta. Ha ctyOoBHMa KOjH Ta OKPYKY]Y, IOCTaBJbEHA Cy TOMOBCKA hynam u3
Bpemena Cpricko-Typckor para. CriomeHuk je uzpaauo Buhenno Kanurepna,
UTaJIMjaHCKH KaMEHOpe3all.

The monument is located on the west side of the path leading from the
Stambol Gate. It is dedicated to Knez Milan Obrenovi¢ and the liberators of
Nis from the Turks in 1878. The monument was erected in 1902 and represents
a rifle bullet with the cartridge made of white and the bullet of pink granite.
The pillars encircling the monument serve as pedestals for the cannonballs
from the Serbian-Turkish war. The monument was made by the Italian stone-
mason Vicenco Kaliterna.



PanoBusanTtujcka yauna - Early Byzantine Street

VY nenTpantom zaeny tBphase, y HenocpenHoj onu3unu bamu Oerose
JamHuje, Hajase ce OocTalM paHoBH3aHTHjcKe ynuue. Cmarpa ce j1a ce paau
o rpaheBunama HacrtamuMm y V u VI Beky, y BpemMe OOHOBE W3 Iepuoja
napa JyctuHHjaHa. YCMepeme YIUIe je CeBep-jyr a OKO e cy npoHaleHe
IIPOCTOpHjE Koje Cy MMaJle pa3nuuTe HameHe. Ha ocHoBy mpeamera HalheHux
TOKOM apXCOJIOIIKUX MCTPaKUBAMba, MOXKE CE 3aKJbYUUTH JIa C€ Ty Hajaszmia
panuoHHIA 3a 00paTy TUIEMEHUTHX MeTaa Kao M IPKBa.

The remnants of the Early Byzantine Street are located in the central
part of the Fortress, in the immediate vicinity of the Bali Beg’s Mosque. It is
believed that the structures date back to 5" and 6™ centuries, actually to the
time of revival during Czar Justinian’s rule. The street extends in a north-south
direction, and a number of structures serving different purposes were found in
the area around the street. Judging by the items found during the archeological
excavations, it can be concluded that the street accommodated a precious metal
workshop, as well as a church.




Baan 6eroBa pamuja - Bali Beg’s Mosque

CeBepHO oIl paHOBH3AaHTH]CKE yiIHIle Haja3u ce banu Gerosa pammja.
[IpBu MOMeH OBe [lamKje Hala3uMo MoYeTkoM XV Beka, KaJia je y MOMUCHOM
nedrepy HaBeleHa Kao MeCUHI-Mamu Bepcku objexar. CBOJUM CKIIQIHHM
IPOIIOpLMjaMa, TEXHUKOM Tpaiie Kao U CaMHM BPEMEHOM HAcTaHKa, OBa
[JaMHja TpeJcTaBJba jEANHCTBEH CIHOMEHHMK MYCIMMAHCKE apXUTEKType Y
Cp6uju. Jlanac namuja Hema cakpanHy ¢yHkiujy. [locne pexoHcTpykiuje
U KOH3EPBaTOPCKHUX PaZoBa, TOKOM CEJaMJECETHX TOAMHA MPOILUIOr BEKa,
npeTBopeHa je y ymeranuku Canon 77.

The first records on the Bali Beg’s Mosque, located north of the Early
Byzantine Street, date back to early 15" century, when it was mentioned in a
Defter as masjid — a smaller religious building. Its harmonious proportions,
building technique and the time of origin classify it as a unique monument of
Muslim architecture in Serbia. Nowadays the mosque does not have a sacral
function. After the reconstruction and conservation works during the 1970s, it
was turned into an art showroom — Salon 77.




Jlanupapujym - Lapidarium

VY camMoM LEHTpalTHOM Jielly TBphaBe, NCTOYHO Of IIEHTPAJIHE CTase,
HaJIa3u ce JIAMMIApHjyM-30MpKa KaMEHHX CIIOMEHHKa M3 aHTHYKOT J100a.
OBa m3nox6a Ha oTBOpeHOM je moctaBibeHa 1980. rogune. Cactoju ce on
41 crioMeHMKa pa3IMUYUTHX HaMeHa (HaArpoOHMX, 3aBETHHX, Ipal)eBHHCKHX
Kao ¥ aBe MepMepHe ¢urype). OBH CIIOMEHHIN MOTHYY U3 mepuoxa ox I mo
VI Beka a HaljeHu cy, HajBehuM menoMm, y camoj TBphaBu a MamuM IEIOM Y
oxonun Huma n Kmaxesia. 3yuaBame 0BUX CIIOMEHHKA HaM IOMaxe /1
CXBaTUMO aHTHYKH nepuox Huma n came tBphase. Jlanmaapujym je, o npsu
nyT, nocraBsbeH 1887. rognHe Ha MECTY JJaHAIIET CIOMEHUKA KHe3y Muany
O6penosuhy.

The Lapidarium — a collection of stone monuments dating back to
the period of Antiquity — is located in the central part of the Fortress. This
open-air exhibition was displayed in 1980, exhibiting 41 monuments serving
different purposes (tomb-stones, votive stones, construction stones, and two
marble figures). The said monuments which date back to the period from the
1*'to 6" century, were for the most part found in the Fortress itself, while some
originate from Ni$§ and Knjazevac surroundings. Lapidarium was displayed
for the first time in 1887 at the location of the present-day monument to Knez
Milan Obrenovi¢.




3rpana Ucropujckor apxusa - Historical Archives Building

3rpaga Mcropujckor apxuBa ce Hanmasu y OnusuHKM Bunuk-kanwje,
y ceBepo3amnagHoM jeny TBphase. OBa 3rpaja je jeAWHH BOjHHM OOjeKar y
tBphaBu usrpalhen nocie ocnodohema oxn Typaka. [Ipsa Hamena oBor o0jekra,
nsrpahenor oko1890. ronune je Omia, na y memy paau Kaprorpadceko onespeme
Cpricke Bojcke. [lo IIpBor cerckor para Ty je paanna [Ipsa mogodunmpceka
apTuibepujcka mkona. Toxom IIpBor cBerckor para byrapm cy 3rpamy
KOPHCTHJIM Kao 3aTBOp, OJIaKJIe Cy MHOTH pOjoJbyOHM ozBeieHH y cMpT. [lo
Kpaja reseceTnx, kaja Tephasa npecraje 1a Oyae BOjHH 00jekat, oBa 3rpaja je
ciykuia kao kacapHa. Of Tajga ce y 1\0j Hajasu McToprjcku apXuB Koju ce
0aBu NMpUKyIJbakbeM apXUBCKe rpahe Ha noapyyjy Huma.

The Historical Archives Building is located in the vicinity of the Vinik-
Gate, in the north-west part of the Fortress. The building is the only military
facility built after the liberation from the Turks. The building, erected around 1890,
originally accommodated the Cartographic Department of the Serbian Army. Until
the First World War the building was used for the First School of Artillery for
Noncommissioned Officers. During the First World War the Bulgarians used it as
a jail from which many patriots had been sent to death. Until the end of the 1950s,
when the Fortress ceased to serve as a military facility, the building was used as army
barracks. Ever since than the building has been used to accommodate the Historical
Archives, the institution collecting archive materials on the territory of the city of
Nis.




Bapyrane-pedane Powder-magazines - Ammunition Dumps

VY TtBphaBu nocroju ner 6apyrana. Uetupu ce Hasaze Iy’ CEBEPHOT
OezieMa, a jeJiHa Marba, HaJla3d ce Y UCTOYHOM ey TBphase. OBe o0jekre cy
Typru HaMEeHCKH TpaJiiiIi 32 MoTpede dyBama 0apyTa U MyHHUIH]E, y TIEPHOIY
on 1720. no 1723. romune. ['paljeHe cy on kameHa, ca MaCUBHHM 3HI0BHMA
u cBojoBuMa. [IpencraBibajy jeAMHCTBEHE O0jeKTe TE€ HaMEHE M3 Iephoja
Typcke BiajgasuHe y Cpouju. TpeHyTHO HeMajy HUKaKBY (yHKIIH]Y.

The Fortress accommodates five powder-magazines. Four of them are
located along the north fortification wall, and one, smaller, is in the eastern
part of the Fortress. The Turks built those facilities to store gun powder and
ammunition between 1720 and 1723. Built of stone, with massive walls and
arches, they are unique facilities of the kind from the period of Turkish rule in
Serbia. Presently they have no specific function.



3rpana 3arBopa-xamncasa - Jailhouse — Dungeon

VY ucrounom neny TBphase, u3mel)y Ilammne n Bunuk kanuje Hanaszu
ce 3rpaja Typckor 3arBopa-xarcane. [Ipermocrasipa ce na je marpahena y
npBoj nonoBuHu XVIII Beka. Y mweMmy Cy TaMHOBaJIM POAOJbYOU 3aTOUCHH
on crpane Typaka. [To ocnobohemwy, mocTao je npBu Huliku KasHeHH 3aBOJ.
Toxowm [IpBor cBeTckor para Byrapu cy, y oBoj 3rpaau, npxaiu 3aroucue Cpoe
1 MHOTE O FbUX OJIaBJIe M3BEJIN Ha cTpesbame. [locne para je kopumiheH kao
BOjHHU 3aTBOp. JlaHac 3rpany kopuctu Hapoguu mysej Hu.

The Turkish jailhouse — dungeon is located in the eastern part of the
Fortress, between the Pasha’s and Vinik Gates. It is believed that it was built in
the first part of the 18" century. That was a place where the patriots confined
by the Turks were serving their term of imprisonment. After the liberation, it
was turned into the first Penal Institute of NiS. During the First World War the
Bulgarians kept the confined Serbs in the building before execution. After the
war it was used as a military prison. Today, the building is used by the National
Museum Nis.




Kammja cmptu - Death Gate

JenHa o moTepHUX KamHja, Koja ce HaJla3d Ha CEBEPHOM Oeemy,
3amagHo O BuauHCKe Kamuje, TOKOM IIpBOT CBETCKOT para CIIyXuia je
Byrapuma Kao mponas 0 CTpaTHIITa y CEBEPHOM pOBY TBphaBe. MHoOrm
CPIICKH POMOJBYOH Cy, HA CBOj TOCIEABHU MyT U3 TBphase, MOILTH KPO3 OBY
KaIlujy 1 3aTo je, MoCie para, Kao CTPALIHU CUMOOJI OKYIIATOPCKE CYPOBOCTH,
Ha3BaHa Kanmja cmpru.

One of the exile gates in the north wall, west of the Vidin Gate, the
Death Gate was during the First World War used by the Bulgarians as a passage
to the scaffold in the northern trench. Many Serbian patriots passed through
this gate leaving the Fortress for the last time, which was the reason why it
was given the name “the Death Gate”, as a horrifying symbol of the occupiers’
brutality.




CnomeH — koctypHuna - Memorial Charnel-house

CrioMeH — KOCTYPHHMIIA j€ MMOJUTHYTa Y TBPaBCKOM CEBEPHOM POBY,
Ha MecTy re cy byrapu crpesbanu cpricke ponosbyde. Ebuxose koctu cy ouie
caxpameHe 110 TBphaBu u I'pajackom mosby amu ¢y 1927. roguHe cakyIsbeHe
U JIOCTOJHO CaxpameHe y CIIOMEH-KOCTypHHIly. TokoMm Jlpyror cBeTckor para
Byrapu cy omreTnnm kKocTypHHUILy U pa3bananu koctu. [locie para koctypHuLa
j€ IOHOBO OOHOBJBCHA.

The memorial Charnel-house was erected in the northern trench of
the Fortress, at the place where the Bulgarians used to execute the Serbian
patriots. Their bones were buried across the Fortress and Gradsko polje, but
in 1927 they were collected and becomingly buried in the Memorial Charnel-
house. During the Second World War the Bulgarians damaged the charnel-
house and scattered the bones around. After the war the Charnel-house was
renewed again.
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Jlerma no3opuuna - Open-air Theater

VY jyxaoMm nemy TtBphaBe, mctouHo on Crambon kammje, 1958.
roauHe u3rpaljeHa je JeTwa Mo30pHMIa. BelmTHM apXUTEKTOHCKUM PeICHheM
VKJIOIUBCHA je Y aMOmjeHT TBplaBe Tako ja ce rotoBo U He npumehyje. Ha oBoj
MIO30PHULIU CE OJPKaBajy TPAAULHOHATHN DecTUBAI TyMayKHX OCTBApCHA H
Xopcke cBeyanoctu. [lopen Tora, opraHusyjy ce KOHIEPTH pasIMyUTHX BPCTa
MY3HKE.

The Open-air Theater was built in 1958 in the south part of the
Fortress, east of the Stambol Gate. Thanks to a skillful architectural solution
it fits so well into the ambient of the Fortress that it is hardly noticeable. The
theater stages the traditional Yugoslav Film Actors’ Festival, Choral Festival,
as well as concerts of various kinds of music.




[Topen naOpojanux, y TBphaBu ce Hanmaze U XHJIPOMETEOPOIIONIKA
oricepBaropuja, [Imannnapcku 1om kao u o6jexktu JKIT Menujana, y npoctopy
ananrupanor IlammHor koHaxa.

VY 1BphaBu cy palena apxeosonika MCTpaKMBama Koja Cy CBOjUM
MamUM JIeNIOM Tpe3eHToBaHa jaBHOCTH. bymyha ucrpaxmuBama he curypHo
JIaTH BHIIIE [10/IaTaKa O aHTHYKOj U CPEIFOBEKOBHO] ICTOPH)HU U M3IJIETy I'pasia
n o0jekara y iemMy. ApXeollo31 cMarpajy Jia ce aHTHUKH IpaJl JaHac Hajla3! Ha
nyounu on 4 0 8 MeTapa M Jja HUje YrpokaBaH O]l KaCHHjHUX rpal)eBHUHa MTO
Jaje MOTyhHOCT HeroBor JIeTajbHOT HCTPAXKUBAMbA.

Aside from the above sites, the Fortress also accommodates a
hydrometeorological observatory, the Hikers’ House, as well as the municipal
service company Mediana in the adapted Pasha’s Residence.

The Fortress was a site of archeological research which has been
presented to the public to a very limited degree. Further research will certainly
reveal more data on the ancient and medieval history, as well as on the looks of
the town and its sites. The archeologist believe that the ancient town presently
lies 4 to 8 meters below the surface and that it has not been damaged by the
construction works, which opens possibilities for its further investigation.



3akspydak - Conclusion

Ha npocropy xoju nanac odyxsara TBplhasa, Jby/i1 Cy TOKOM JIBaIeCET
BEKOBa ITOJIM3all CBOje BOjHE JIOrope, Mame Win Behe yTBpie, Hamaganu
WM ce OpaHWmIM, MEHANN Cy ce rocrnojapy 1 nocazae. Cananrmsy MapKOBCKO-
pekpeartuBHy (QyHKIHjy TBphasa je 1oOuia y Apyroj IOJOBHHU ABaJECETOT
Beka. Taza ce 3aBpimiia OypHa parHa ucropuja TBphase. 3uauHe cy, 071 HEeMOT
cBeJoKa 0e30pOojHUX JbYJICKMX MaTHH, MOCTalle CBEIOK HOBHUX TIeHepaluja
Koje cy ce y TBphaBu 3ajpy0OJbuBalie, meTaie cBojy JCly M Y CEHIHM IIaTaHa
TIPOBOJIMITY TICH3HOHEPCKE JaHe.

The area presently covered by the Fortress has been, for twenty
centuries, a site where people kept building their military camps, smaller or
larger fortifications, whether to attack others or defend themselves, under
different rulers and crews. The Fortress got its present-day face of a park
and recreational ground only in the second half of the 20" century. That is
when its war history ended. Once a speechless witness to innumerable human
sufferings, the walls now became a witness to the new generations falling in
love, walking their kids or spending their days of retirement under the plane-
trees of the Fortress.




